		Digital Recordings: 
                                                                          Susan Meyer Ref: 0UNA-U10021XX-0001M0
	Úna Gan A Gúna Interview Summary Sheet                                          

	Ref No: 0UNA-U10021XX-0001M0

	Collection Title:  ÚnaGanAGúna Phase 1

Interviewee’s Surname: Meyer			Interviewee’s Title: Mrs

Interviewee’s First Name(s): Susan              Interviewee’s Gender: Female

Occupation:  PhD student and Florist        Interviewee’s Date of Birth: 1969

Mother’s Occupation: Cleaner          Father’s Occupation: Fire Fighter


	Date(s) of recording: November 2024

Location of interview:  Online 

Name of interviewer: Pat Rodwell: 

Type of recorder:  ZenCastr

Total number of tracks:     1   

 Recording format                                                Total duration:  01:33:58


	Additional material (e.g. photos, documents):


	Copyright/clearance:

Signed and on file.












Pat Rodwell: Right, good afternoon.

Susan Meyer: [00:02:91] Good afternoon.

Pat Rodwell: Hello, this is Pat Rodwell, on behalf of the Úna Gan a Gúna project, and this afternoon we’re doing an oral history recording with Susan. Susan, could you introduce yourself?

Susan Meyer: Hi Pat, thanks very much for accommodating this. My name is Susan Curley Meyer, I live in Wicklow in Ireland, but I’m originally from Dublin.

Pat Rodwell: Okay, so let’s start by just telling us a bit about your background and family.

Susan Meyer: Okay 

Pat Rodwell: You said you were originally from Dublin; do we start there?

Susan Meyer: Sure, yeahgrew up in Dublin. I was born in Dublin in 1969, one of two identical twins born very prematurely three months prematurely in fact. And my mam was actually told by the hands of Holles Street [National Maternity Hospital], thethe main male gynaecologist that she was going to have a big boy, but she ended up having two girlstwo very small girls. So, myself and my sister always had the conjecture that one of us was the bum and the other was the head [laughs]. And we still use that to today for a little inside insults, but, yeah, he was wrong, suffice to say. 

And she went into very premature labour at twelve weeks before we were due. So, at the time we were born without a top layer of skin. We were baptised that night and that kind of led to our names, actuallybecause my mam had boys names picked out, she had no girls named picked out, and I think her favourite song in the charts were Runaround Sue and Cathy’s Clown, The Everly Brothers and whoever sang Runaround Suecan I remember an idea on maybe? So that’s our names, originally Kathy and Sue, which we were called for years, but on the birth cert it’s Katherine and Susan. 

We shared the same incubator for I think eight weeks, nine weeks in hospital and possibly longer. I actually can’t remember. There’sthere’s different various histories, oral histories on that in our family, and my Mam said one thing and my Dad said another, and my Aunt said another. So, we’re kind of going in the middle, maybe nine weeks. And then we were sent home to a very, very warm environment with the lots of electric heaters to try and keep us warm.

Pat Rodwell: And were you the only two children or were there older or younger brothers or sisters?

Susan Meyer: The only twothe only two 

Pat Rodwell: Right 

Susan Meyer: So, we’re still very close. We were very close growing up and, of course, dresses identically till we were twelve. And then when we made our confirmation, we begged our motherwe said, if we dressed identically for our confirmation, can we please wear different clothes afterwards? Even saying that out loud, it sounds strange compared to twelve year olds today. It just wouldn’t have been a conversation. It would have been an action. But then it was quiteI think it was an indicator of how home life was for us [laughs]. It was still very parentally guided at that stage.

Pat Rodwell: Right. How would you describe your family?

Susan Meyer: Interesting! It’s was an interesting family. My mam was a lovely warm woman, didn’t have a huge amount of confidence in herself or her abilities, but a very good mam to the best of her capability. And my dad, maybe a little bit stereotypical, but was and still is an alcoholic. He kind of went in and out of alcoholism for years. 

So there’s been a kind of an interesting relationship there sort of fairly fractured good times by the times and now it’s just accepted that’s kind of well accepted on my part that thats how he is and who he is, so there are various stories like he worked in the fire brigade and when we came home from the hospital at nine weeks old or still still very much dependent on heat, my parents lived in a very small flat in Dun Laoghaire in Dublin and he came in one night, bit worse for the wear of a drink, and knocked over one of the heaters in the room so far as the curtains. So, his colleagues were called out to rescue to the whole family from the fire situation. 

So that gives you a little bit of an indicator of growing up. It was always unstable. Yes, but unpredictable is probably a better termit was unpredictable. So never a lot of money in the household and never a lot of credence put in education or reading as such in the household. I remember at age ten bringing a dictionary into the bathroom so I could learn words because I felt a bit stupid in school. So I actually bought the dictionary and started learning words from A right through Z and had no idea what or where I would use them in context especially things like you know xylophone, but I always thought that sounded so exotic [laughs]. I wanted to use it some day in some thing. So I kind of started educating myself a bit that way with the dictionary.

Pat Rodwell: And were you a religious family? Did you go to church? 

[04.55.00]
Susan Meyer: We were how I say this externally religiouswe were, I was raised Roman Catholic, but not really fervently. I think because we were more city, urban city than rural, we kind of got away with a bit more in the eighties than say, somebody down in rural, like they’ve been in Wexford or Wicklow or somewhere more rural, it might have been very different. So there wasn’t a huge amount of onus put on the church other than like the priest was definitely known in the society and there was that thing of you know you did your weekly dues and I remember people coming in around and collecting your little packets of money that were donations to the church. 

But my mam became quite agoraphobic when I was eleven or twelve so she was kind of insisting that we still went to church more or mass, more for the neighboursI think that anything else like to show we were still kind of mass going children. At twelve, I sort of argued the fact that if she wasn’t going, I didn’t have to go either [laughs]. Because there was an even thenthere was a lot of things I kind of found were out of whack, you know, and as in the priest would say one thing, but the actions were different in society. And particularly where there were a lot ofthere was quite a lot of poverty at that time in Dublin and even where we were, we were lucky in the sense that my dad had a good job in 1980s Dublin as far as the corporation went. So we had a stable-ish income there when he wasn’t kind of drinking half of it. But comparatively if you didn’t have a job like that, it was tough, it was tough.

Pat Rodwell: What was 1980s Dublin like?

Susan Meyer: Grey, That’s a word, grey. Now, going into the city centre, we had a bus that went in, took about fifty minutes to get in from where we lived. And it wasfor me, that was the excitement of every weekend just getting on the bus and going into Dublin. If you had enough money for your bus fare, from the time I was fourteen, I was doing that. 

Going in because you’d see like punks and the goths and just all the markets, like the Iveagh markets and the Daisy markets and you know getting second-hand clothes that you could afford. So whatever pittance you’d have for kind of scraping money together, the markets gave you a really good kind of return on your investment [laughs] with a few pounds here and there and I think actually that’s probably where my interest in markets started and what I’m writing about now with women and street trading, and because I just love the banter. I love the chats and you could have a bit of craic and you could have a great laugh, but they’re also very educational. 

And if you were looking for somethinglike I had a penchant for kind of herringbone men’s long coats overcoats, you know, and strange hats [laughs]. If you went to one market, the women there would say “oh, no, I don’t have love, but you might get it over in today’s market.” Or you know “Anne over there might have in in Mead Street or Thomas Street.” So we walked the legs off ourselves. We got our bus there. We walked the legs off ourselves. We came home with something. It was either a shirt or a T-shirt or a coat or another hat. 

And then the next week we’d do the same again, or the next weekend we’d do the same. So, it wasthat was the adventure, you know, that was the excitement, going into Dublin. But where we were it was quite urban. It was fairly basic. There was a, godwhat was the supermarket? Was it even Goobays or Three Guys or something before a Tesco came into play. And we originallyactually, when I was growing up in the end, the early eighties, eighty from eighty-two, we had the little van down the end of the road. So it was a mobile van. And it was like, I remember my mam sent me down for like single cigarettes with a little note, you know, and the note would say, “Please give Susan, two cigarettes” and here’s whatever. I can’t remember how much it was. Honestly, I can’t remember maybe ten pence, twenty pence at the time. And we’d never be able to get anything for ourselves. It was just cigarettes, but they sold everything, you know.

Pat Rodwell: What was it like growing up with an identical twin?

Susan Meyer: Interesting! It was a strange dichotomy. I loved having an identical twin and I also wanted to be not the twin. We were also bornbecause we were prematurewe were also born in December after Christmas. So when we got things for Christmas, it was Christmas on your birthday between the two of you. So it was almost like, like a quarter of what I thought was the real present. You know, so it was that way for years. And now looking back at it, I could see a lot of that was financial. You know, it was fiscal. It was just essential to, you know, split everything. But one year in our seventh birthday after we made our communion, we both kind of approached my Mam and said “can we please have a summer birthday party”? So we actually have a separate birthday. We were known as the twins, the girls, the twins, the curly twins, the this twins. So it was almost like being, you know, never really yourself until years later when we both kind of separated and went to different aspects of the world. But then we missed that connection and after sort of twenty years of separation, we’re now back living next door to each other [laughs].

[09.59.00]

Pat Rodwell: You said you were identical twins. Did people get you confused? Could they tell who was who?

Susan Meyer: Yeah, initially, yes, our parents got us confused. I mean, to this day, there’s still a question over, are we the right ones? [Laughs] Because we were swapped andwe were swapped in cots in my grandmother’s house when we were very young. And when they went back to get us, they really couldn’t remember which one was which. So we had designated cots in my grandmother’s house. I was very close to my maternal grandmother, as she lived over in the North Side of Dublin and I absolutely adored her. So I spent as much time when I grew upwhen I started to grow up over with her. So that was kind of my first foray into separation from my twin sister. And I go independently and get three buses over to my nana’s because I wanted to stay over there. But when we were about two, we were on an overnight excursion over there and somebody put us, one of us in the wrong cots. And I think to this day I could be her, she could be me, we don’t know [laughs]. 

Pat Rodwell: Yeah, oh, how strange.

Susan Meyer: And because we share like 99% of the same DNA, I don’t think it would be able to determine who’s who [laughs]. So I think eventually they figured out, no, probably I am me because I had a birthmark, and she didn’t. It faded when I was about two and a half, but I did have one that was kind of noticeable.

Pat Rodwell: And when you went to school, were you in the same class?

Susan Meyer: We were up until first class, and so again, it was very much the twins and of course we wore the same clothes. We also had red hair and red hair in the eighties was not cool. Like red hair now is kind of fairly cool, so red hair in the eighties being the red-headed twins wasyou’re open for a little bit of a poke of fun out there. But we were also memorable, so I suppose that made us kind of a little bit, not famous by any means, but we stood out. Definitely stood out. For good or bad, we stood out [laughs]. 

Pat Rodwell: Yeah, and how did you cope with that? 

Susan Meyer: At the time, you just get through it. There’s so much else going on, honestly, in the family situation with my father that it wasit wasn’t a big deal. It was something I probably look back on now, and I’m kind of grateful that when my son was born, he didn’t have red hair for his sake. But I think that the onus around red hair has changed a lot. Like the reactions to red hair has changed a lot now it’s something to be like, I get comments on my hair even now you know its reddish but it was just another thing to the list. I would say like a lot of my early childhood was honestly survival looking back on it and probably until when I got to the age of fifteen and I had a bit of autonomy because I got my first part-time job and I was able to sort of support myself financially but before that it was, it was very much survivalboth in school life and home life.

Pat Rodwell: Why would you say that? Why would you say it was a matter of survival?

Susan Meyer: Because it’s a fractious household. And when you have an alcoholic parent, I think it’s extremelyand there’s always a lot of stuff to navigate.  And I would have been the more extrovert of the twins. So a lot of that I won’t say fell on me, but I kind of, I was the peacekeeper and the comedian and the joker to try and sort of, you know, to break up a bad situation at times, you know. And I kind of recognised very early on the signs, the things around to explode or implode or whatever. So I justfrom the age of six or seven, started to pre-empt situations and know what to say or know what not to say to calm things down before they’d get to that stage.

Pat Rodwell: That’s a lot of pressure on a six or seven year old, isn’t it?

Susan Meyer: Yeah and I honestly don’t think I even registered that until I much, much older, you know, obviously.

Pat Rodwell: No

Susan Meyer: And I’m talking like in my thirties, forties, you know.

Pat Rodwell: Yeah

Susan Meyer: But it’sI think its important to talk about too, because there’s so many households like that, so many, you know, and you still have the opportunity to get over it and move on, but not forget it. You’ll never forget it, but you canyou can sort of reconcile it to whatever was going on and the time and try not do the same to your kids or not be in the same situation. Not that it wasI don’t believe it’s intentional, but it’s certainly circumstantial and it’s how it happens, you know.

Pat Rodwell:  Well, you mentioned having more autonomy when you became fifteen and older. Tell us what life was like when you were fifteen.

Susan Meyer: Fifteenso fifteen was the Junior Cert, or the Inter Cert in Ireland. So it was coming to the first big state exam. And so the study exams here have just still, it got so much pressure, you know, on kids. I think it’s, to me, it’s ludicrous that they still have an intermediate cert or Junior cert and a Leaving Cert. And that’s basically your future in education. But it’s still that way here, pretty much. Obviously, the curriculum has changed somewhat. There’s still stuff I recognise from there [laughs], that I was aware of when I was doing my Junior Cert at fifteen. But there’s a lot of pressure on kids, I think for education and also as a poor family, even to be able to pay the fee to sit an exam was something that was just not a given, it wasn’t a state exam or to take time out to do stuff. 

[15.13.00]



Pat Rodwell :Right.

Susan Meyer: And it was working, doing odd jobs around the neighbourhood from the time I was ten or eleven, going around offering to cut grass and you know, clean windows or whatever I could to get some money together so I could get that bus into Dublin on the weekends. But then when I was fifteen, I got my first part-time job in a supermarket and that was liberating. Like it was a twenty minute, half an hour bus ride from home, but it was a whole new environment of independent teenagers, you know. And also a dependable amount of money. I worked on a Thursday evening, a Friday evening and all-day Saturday, so it gave me a dependable amount of money that I couldI knew I could have and I paid my twin sister. She didn’t want to work outside the home, so I paid her to do my cleaning in the house that I was supposed to do so I could go into Dublin. And sometimes she’d come with me, but a lot of the times she was a lot quieter and a lot more introverted. She was a big reader, so I was out and kind of just enjoying myself. 

Pat Rodwell: Yeah. Did you give any of your earnings to your mam?

Susan Meyer: Yes, I did. I mean there wasn’t a huge amount left now that I think about it but at the same time, it was so much more than I had, which was nothing, you know. So it really put me into that frame of mind of I actually can support myself and I don’t have to rely on money from a different source or no money from a different source. Like at that stage, and this is no word of a lie, I was actually stapling the cells of my shoes onto the uppers. I tried rubber bands and I tried this, that and the other and it was a staple. It was the only way they’d stay on. So to be able to go out and buy, not even a new pair of shoes, but a second-hand pair of shoes that I could with my own money was huge. It was really huge, you know, and then all the overcoats and hats and everything else that came first. 

Pat Rodwell: You’ll have to find a photo for us.

Susan Meyer: I will, I will

Pat Rodwell: How did having that part-time job and working and going into Dublin, did that affect your schoolwork at all?

Susan Meyer: Possibly, possibly. The school, honestly, at that stage, the schoolwork really didn’tto me it seemed inconsequential compared to what was going on in my home life.
There was so much extra stuff going on that I was trying to navigate the school. Work almost felt like it was something I had to do, not something I ever wanted to do. And there was a career guidance teacher, and there was a guidance teacher, and it was kind of quite a religious base secondary school. 

So you know, you couldn’t actually really talk to a lot of people about what was going on at home. It was very much swept under the carpet, and like we did have a lovely priest who encouraged us to write diary entries and he actually approached me one stage and said, you know, I keep yours till the end of the evening so I can have a hot chocolate with them because they’re so entertaining, but you really shouldn’t make stuff up. And so I said, I actually didn’t make any of that up. That’s, that’s true, and he said, oh my god, then I hope you’re getting counselling. So it was athat was my first real indication that this isn’t normal.  That this is something that is probablynot okay, you know, and because I was just writing as I was experiencing things and I just matter of factly wrote things down that, you know, in hindsight were probably quite traumatic to the poor man. And he came up saying he was a lovely, lovely priesthe came up and sort of said, look really, you know, I am here if you need to talk about it. And I still at that stage didn’t feel the need to talk about it because I didn’t feel it was unusual. 

And so did it affect my schoolwork? No, I don’t think so, because my schoolwork was already affected, so the only subject I really loved in school was Art and Art History. I did enjoy English, but I feltI didn’t feel good enough because I still hadn’t learned all the whole of the dictionary by the time I was fifteen [laughs]. I kind of replaced a bit of the dictionary learning with going into Dublin.

Pat Rodwell: Yeah, and did you ever get to Z in the end of the dictionary?

[19.11.00]

Susan Meyer: I did. I did. I did. But I only did that when I was in my twenties for myself. I did get to Z, yes. And I actually still have a Collins dictionary here. Even though we have everything in computers. I still have a Little Gem dictionary that I had for twenty-five years that I have here that I just open every now and then. And the smell even reminds me of why I wanted to learn, you know. So am I a very analogue tactile person, so I still go to that.

Pat Rodwell: Oh, that’s good! Did you have friends at school that you talked to or friends that you went out with?

Susan Meyer: Friends that we went out with, yes, talked to not really again, I think because there were other people involved. I didn’t feel it was my place to say then, and there was also a bit of embarrassment around it, to be honest, because there was a knock-on effect on my mam and her mental health and her physical health and in and out of different rehabs and stuff like that for both my parents. So it wasI was trying tobecause I was the extrovert, I was really trying to look after my sister, who really internalised a lot of stuff too. 

Susan Meyer: So I was, I was more theI was the minder. I was the minder.
And that was pointed out to me a long time later that I was trying to hold it all together with the family. So again, it’s something you don’t realize until you’re much older. 

But I did have good friends, but I relied on those friends to make me laugh and to make it a little bit less serious and to enjoy music and to, you know, tape things off the radio when you weren’t supposed to. And you know we had one of our prize possessions in the house was a radiogram that you could put the arm back on the record and they’d play repeatedly. So that was our versions of like getting together and having a bit of fun. 

It was just very innocently and falling in love with the same pop stars and posters and that kind of stuff. But being able to afford a poster was great because that was frivolous. That was something I didn’t have until I had a job. I was able to go and like, there were the odd, Christmas and birthdays, you get things, but it wasn’t always what you wanted. It was what they thought you wanted. 

And so to be able to go and buy your own poster, like in Golden Discs. And I actually bought my first 45, I bought my first, my first record when I was ten with my Christmas money, because I loved music so much. My mam instilled a lot of music and in the house. And we grew up with like Meatloaf and Neil Diamond and anything between rock and roll, to, you know crooners and ABBA, ABBA’s huge, ABBA’s still huge in our household. But, so consequently, my first single was Chiquitita by ABBA in 1980. And I still have that single that has 1980 Susan Curley written on the top of it. 

Pat Rodwell: Oh, lovely

Susan Meyer: So I started my own catalogue of music for the time that I was ten.
But yeah, and that was a big thing as well, it was when I had my part-time job. But every morning I’d left over, I would buy a record a week, a single a week. So I’d start to have my own music collection because it was one of the few things that I found gave me joy in a kind of grey and dark environment. And that record player. It was brilliant. 

Pat Rodwell: What sorts of things did you do with your friends? Did they come around and listen to music? Did you go to their house?

Susan Meyer: They did. Our house wasafter my Dad moved out when we were quite young because it just got to the boiling point. So he moved out and then things became a fair bit easier in the house. So my mam was actually still quite young, and she had us from when she was twenty-one. So she was still very young. So she loved having all the friends around, our house became the house, the house that everybody went to. 

And because she loved music, we’d all be able to go in and play her music, and you know you could have a drink here and there. Her idea of drinking in the house was better than drinking in a field somewhere. So from the time we were fourteen, we were kind of having a nip here and there, and it was grand. But I think, actually, because of that, nobody really went overboard. We did later, but it wasn’t a thing that we thought we had to do because it was banned in a lot of households. A lot of friends’ households, you couldn’t drink in their house at all and definitely not until you were eighteen. So they all came around to ours, and they didn’t necessarily drink, but they could if they wanted to. 

But it was more about just getting together and having a laugh and having the craic. And it was also a way for my sister to kind of get involved because she would have been a lot quieter. So she was involved in it then without having to leave. So that worked out well. And I still have connection with a good few of those people, but a lot of that was opened up through the work as well.

Pat Rodwell: And what happened Well, when did you leave school and what happened then? 

Susan Meyer: I did my dreaded Leaving Cert in 1987, and again, it was like we were kind of, we left school a week before, myself and my sister, a week before the Leaving Cert due to family stuff. And actually my mamthat was the first time I’d ever seen my mam kind of stand up for us in the sense of putting herself out in public and actually going to the school and sort of demanding that we were able to take the Leaving Cert because we were being threatened with not being able to take it if we left school a week early. 

But I wanted to work. I wanted to work more hours and I was offered more work in the supermarket, and I said what’s the point in me doing a week in school sitting there going through stuff I’d already heard 100 million times when I could be earning money to pay the bills because she was having financial issues at the house as well. So she agreed and said, look, you’ve argued your case, and she went down and argued our case. So eventually they had to let us sit the Leaving Cert. And I said, this way, if I work, I can pay the fees to sit the leaving cert.  So we went in with the argument and it was, it was actually really cool. This was the first time I think I’d ever seen my mam stand up for anybody, including herself and us.  So that was good.

[24.44.00]


Pat Rodwell: So how did you feel when she did that?

Susan Meyer: Well, I felt hopeful. I felt hopeful for her as well, because she’d been such a shadow of a person. For such a long time, especially in and my dad’s, I call it illness, and his illness, she’d been such a shadow and it was great to see her actually want to put her foot down for something And she adored us, like she wasshe absolutely adored the two of us, there’s no doubt about that and she did the best of her ability to make, keep a good home and she went and cleaned houses and you know, I saw her put herself through a lot of physical pain by doing bits and pieces, whatever she could. 

We cycled everywhere, there are no family cars, either public transport or cycling, but a lot of time we couldn’t afford bus fare. So when we were younger, we cycled everywhere. Rain, hail or shine, you cycled everywhere. And it wasfor me, an hour cycle wasn’t a long cycle at that stage because that’s just what you did. 
But see, I talk too much now, but I can’t remember what the question was.

Pat Rodwell: No, no, that’s fine.

Susan Meyer: What was the question?

Pat Rodwell: We were talking about when you left school and you were saying about you mam speaking up for you.

Susan Meyer: Oh, yeah. Standing up for us. So that was, that was a pivotal moment, I think, for me, realizing that if you create a good argument, you know, you can actually justify that argument and in a calm way. There was no shouting, there was no screaming, it was just a calm chat. But it was very much, you know, I’m here to say these girls are sitting their leaving cert, that’s that, and we did, we did. 

Now, did I do well? No, not really, but I did really well in Art and Art History. I didn’t do too badly in the subjects that I liked, and I showed up for. But I also remember going to my career guidance teacher saying, I’d love to do something with art because that was my escape and being told point blankly, your family have no money, so there’s no way around college. 

So then that led me to what turned out to be a very successful floristry career because I wanted to do something creative, but something that I could make money in. So when I was seventeen and I did pass the Leaving Cert, I wrote letters to job advertisements in the newspapers, because that’s what you did. And I think was down to my last money for stamps. 

And the letter that I wrote that secured me a job after writing many letters was one that I probably just penned very honestly and said, look, could you at least let me know if I don’t get this job? Because I’m after applying for so many. And these stamps cost a lot of money, you know, and I don’t have an awful lot of money. So, I basically poured my heart out into this letter.  And subsequently when I went for the interview, the woman, the lovely woman who ran a flower shop in Bray, Wicklow at the time, and she said, look, your letter stood out. We got sixty-three applicants and yours stood out because it actually had a voice. So she goes, we called you first for the interview and I thought, “oh, well that one paid off”. So then I ended up working for that company for four years and it started as I say thirty to thirty-seven years a florist as everything else.

Pat Rodwell: Did it appeal from the start, did it appeal to your creative side from the beginning?

Susan Meyer: Definitely, yeah, I mean, I love nature, I love birds. I love drawing flowers, birds that kind of thing, as well as pop stars and, you know, and I mean various eighties pop stars, I drew a lot of them. But that was also a bit of solace, was being able to go out into, we had an nice side garden where we lived and being able to look at flowered and listen to birds when there was a lot of chaos in the house. That was very calming. So I think transferring that to a career and also I just thought I wanted to do something creative and I was neverI know this probably sounds bad, but I never really wanted to botch somebody’s hair up by being a hairdresser because I thought if I wreck somebody’s hair, that really affects their self-esteem. But if I botch a flower arrangement, it’s not gonna really do anything really negative to someone other than they won’t like the flower arrangement. Same with being a chef, because I thought, maybe I’m going to cook, but I thought, no, I could give somebody food poison. And this way they just won’t like the colour of a rose. So it was probably that that swung it for me and the interview that I had with that lady who was so so lovely and sort of explained to me why she chose me for that role. And I though, cool! So it also gave me the opportunity to do something in college, which is like the equivalent of a level six FETAC now or level five rather, in FETAC, which was the QQI and the QQI  framework *. But it was to do floristry, flower culture and small business management, just part-time while I was training in the flower-shop. And that opened my eyes to education in something you wanted to do rather than rote learning and just being told you had to do this, you had to pick this and that and the other. This was something, oh wow, I can be educated in something I choose to do and something I'm actually good at, so that was really good for this kind of self-esteem and just opened my eyes to further education, really.

Pat Rodwell: Yeah! And what happened after the first four years of that job? Did you move on into other jobs, did you?

[29.45.00]
Susan Meyer: I did. I moved into a different flower shop. I was still in floristry, but I moved into a different flower shop because I think a lot of people don't realize floristry, yes, it's very creative, but it's also extremely hard on the body. There's a lot of physical work that also goes along with it, apart from cleaning buckets and doing a huge amount of conditioning for flowers, lifting, heavy lifting pots, all that sort of stuff. 

But you’re also bound by four peak periods in the year to your Christmas, Valentine’s Day, Mother's Day and Easter, and then you have weddings and stuff thrown in, and of course, other life scenarios. But those four peak periods dominate your life. And when the original business I was with, they had four outlets. So one of the aspects of that job I loved was when I had kind of graduated and became very well known in the circle, I was kind of made a relief manager of the four outlets. So I travelled from shop to shop, and I loved that variety, but it was also getting pretty hard and to sort of manage that with all the peak periods. 

So I got a different job but in a different flower shop and that opened me to other things like presenting floristry and the RDS [Royal Dublin Society] at the home show and that kind of stuff, and they were big into promotion in a different way. So that was my first foray into public speaking, which I hate. I’m still a horrible public speaker, but I try and force myself to do it. But I found that, because it was floristry, I could speak confidently about it and because I knew it, I knew I was good at it. So it gave me a good standing to be able to get up there and say look, this is what you can do with this and take some household items and do that. 
But it was, it was great for my self-confidence because I thinkoh, I can’t remember how many people were there but there was a lot maybe, maybe 500, 600 people that I did the first presentation to. And I have my little Madonna microphone, you know, the one that comes across your, the front, so I felt like a rock start of the flower world [laughs]. So yeah, that opened up that aspect and also just meeting different people and experiencing different things. That was my first—well I had done a few bits in the previous business that ended up in Image magazines or in newspapers and seeing your work being in print was pretty cool. And this was the next level, kind of doing big demonstrations and they were big into promoting stuff like that.
[31.56.00]

Pat Rodwell: What did your family think of your success in that area?

Susan Meyer: I don’t even think that they thought it was successful, really. Actually. A lot of the time they said, oh yes there’s a florist, like the other one worked in the bank so that was more, that was more—yeah that was like she went to the bank and that was a pension job. 

So it was kind of like florist in the eighties was still something you did when you couldn’t do something else. And it was I think there was a lot of sort of that kind of ideas around apprenticeships, really, which is to me ridiculous, because, you know, it’s a great way to learn, especially if you aren't into the say typical ways of learning, you know, and I was always a visual learner. I know that now, but then it wasn't a discussion, you know, there's no real understanding of visual learning where I was concerned, you learn by books or you didn't learn at all. 

So I think it’s actually— my mother in particular is extremely proud, especially when I travelled globally and you know, I was doing flowers for very fairly famous people then she paid attention [laughs]. Now I was always very handy to go to like there's a wedding in the family or a funeral in the family or a birthday. It was always; got the phone you know to say we should sort it out kind of thing. So and it was handy. 

But I think now, which is lovely to see, there’s a real design aspect of floristry, and there always was, but it was much more of a commodification rather than an art or design. And now it is very much design and there's installations that are spectacular, and I think there’s even a degree in floristry in relation or flower design in relation to a BA, I think it's in the UK somewhere. I think it might be in Birmingham, I'm not sure. But to see that is exciting because there is a huge design aspect to it. It’s a massive design aspect to it that you create something that’s ephemeral, but when you photograph it or draw it or paint it, it endures. And I think as I speak about it now, that’s probably where I’m at now in and looking at images you know in my current work.

Pat Rodwell: We’ll come back to travelling in a minute, but in those first few years, those or five or ten years of working in floristry, were you still living at home?

Susan Meyer: Yes

Pat Rodwell: Had you? Right, and what was that like at the time?

Susan Meyer: It was better because as I say my parents separated at that stage a long time. So they’re— and my dad was in an out of Alcoholics Anonymous and rehab and stuff like that. So there were periods of sobriety and that was—there were good and bad times. Again, it was good for me because I was always out. Again, I had more wages, so the more wages I had, the more I was out. So home at that stage was a place to sleep [laughs]. But I didn’t really spend a huge amount of time at home, I’ll be honest, between work, I was working forty hours a week and then I was out in the weekend so it was more just a place to lay the head, really.

Pat Rodwell: Where were you when you weren’t at work and you weren’t at home, what were you doing?

Susan Meyer: Oh! Having a great time.

Pat Rodwell: Tell us more.

Susan Meyer: And in Dublin again mainly, and like Dublin was my stomping ground. Dublin City, you know, I have a huge affection for Dublin, even though it’s changed a lot I will always have a huge affection for Dublin. 

I learned intimately a lot about the streets of Dublin by walking around delivering flowers. So I knew all the shortcuts. I knew where to go, where to avoid, I knew I could have the chats with people in Stephens Green that would be there, you know, say now that I know homeless people, but they’re lovely having the chats. And I bring flowers to people that would make a comment and say oh my god, I’d never seen flowers like that. And isn’t that wonderful? And I’d make a point of taking a few loose flowers the next time i was doing a walk because I know I’d pass them and bring a few. 

So it really widened my, my worldview, you know, and that seeing different, different parts of Dublin. Because the flower shop that I worked in was in quite a salubrious part of Dublin. So to walk to the back streets to get across to somewhere else I was like, whoa, you know, this is so close to that place and it’s so different, you know. But yes, I had a cousin who lived in Rathmines and we called her flat the Tardis because you know you go in on a Thursday and come out on a Monday and you’d have a great time [laughs]. Her flat was party central. So we kind of pivoted around that and then everything else was just whatever. Whatever pub had the best value drink and whatever live shows were playing. So from kind of nineteen to twenty-three, I was never really at home other that the odd time hitting the bed.

Pat Rodwell: Yeah! Tell us about your love life in those years?

Susan Meyer: Oh! My love life, my goodness. That’s a question I wasn't expecting. Let’s see. My first real love would have been, I suppose when I was about, seventeen and a half, eighteen. I had a few dalliances here and there and went to the youth clubs and you know, had the slow sets and the smooches and whatnot. 

But first real love was kind of seventeen, eighteen. And I met him in a nightclub not too far from where I live now, ironicallybut at the time, because I didn’t drive or none of our family drove, it was two buses to get to, so it was quite provincial. But it was through a girl I worked with actually who lived in Wicklow that I went to this nightclub when I met this chap. 
And again, it was just a different opening of a different worldview and a bit of excitement. He rode a motorbike, you know, and it was very exciting. And he asked me had I ever been on the back of a motorbike, and I fibbed and said, yeah, yeah, absolutely! Then when he picked me up for the first time on the motorbike, when he stopped at the stop sign, I put my feet down and he just took off and I was left standing there [laughs]. Thankfully, he was going slow, and it was only a small motorbike, but he knew there and then, he said, you’ve never been on a motorbike, and I was like, no, but I just wanted to be cool [laughs]. 

But yeah, and so he was very interesting, and he was—it was that first real love, you know, I just kept going on about his big brown eyes and you know it lasted a couple of years actually, which wasn’t bad back then. And ironically, I still see him from time to time now and we kind of just give the odd wave. But yeah, it was—that was the first feeling. 

[38.14.00]

Pat Rodwell: Did you think it was going to perhaps—was it serious enough to maybe lead to marriage or a permanent relationship?

Susan Meyer: God, marriage was really never on my agenda for a long, long time. Given my parents’ marriage, it wasn't something I thought about. But I definitely—yeah, I would say that was my firstI was in love love. 

But as far as —I think he asked me to move in—no, he did ask me to move in with him, but at that stage I was still quite practical, even with my wildness, I was practical, and I thought sure if we move in and we pay rent we’d have no money to go out. And i had spent so long kind of trying to be financially independent that I just thought, no, I’m not giving that up. I’d rather stay at home. And I said look, sure you could come and stay with me at the house, and my mam was very, very lacksey-daisy that way. Like she wasn’tshe wasn’t the whole, oh, you’re not married, you can’t stay together, that kind of thing. She was actually very good that way. 

If anything we’d have to persuade her not to want to come out with us because she was on her own a lot, so she’d say, can I come out with you for a drink? But I’ll stay in the corner, or you don’t have to pretend you’re with me. And I’d say no, were not going to do that. You can come, but there’s times where I’d like to go with my boyfriend just on my own, you know. So I think she was quite lonely, I know she was quite lonely, but then there was also a part to me that resented the fact that she never did anything about it to not be lonely. And in fairness, having your mam with you when your eighteen cramps your style a bit. So it wasn’t great. 

She was good when we brought everybody back and that was the house. Like that would be the session house after we’d leave a nightclub at three in the morning. And we were always able to bring people back, which is —and she’d enjoy it like she’d be up the whole time, like she wouldn’t go to bed, she’d say oh this is great, and I think that was her vicariously living through that energy again, where she—God, she married so young. And you know she was twelve when she left school, she was fourteen when she got her first job, she was engaged at sixteen. Jeepers when I think of it you know, so it’s a different world. And her worldview was very small until we started bringing everybody back home and she was like oh that’s good because we turned up. But like, this is such and such, he’s from Amsterdam, his hostel is closed, so can he stay here tonight? And she’d be like yea that’s grand. So you know you’d sit him in the corner and just let her—let him talk to her. That was two people sorted and then you get back to the party. But yeah, she was very good about that. 

Pat Rodwell: And was your sister part of the same social circle and group that were going out and coming back home?

Susan Meyer: Later, later. Later she was. Not initially but later, like in her—probably in her early twenties and she would have been more but not a teenager. She’s very quiet and she had friends in the bank and that kind of stuff, but my friends were more the party friends, her friends as lovely as they were laterally became kind of part of the party friends. But they were the—they were always the dependable party friends, unlike mine [laughs].

[41.15.00]

Pat Rodwell: Tell us a story—tell us an example of what comes to mind of being out with your friends.

Susan Meyer: We used to go out to a nightclub in Dun Laoghaire. We went to quite a few actually. We kind of went betweenthis is now in our early twenties sort ofwe’d go out to one nightclub and we’d sort of see what the best craic was or how we could get free in because you get free tickets if you were there two weeks before or whatever and we kind of went as a group and it was it was nice in a way because there was a couple in the group that didn’t drink so you always had a kind ofnot a designated driver as such but you had somebody that you could you knew you couldyou could be safe with so you could let yourself rip a little bit and know that you’re going to go home with all your clothes intact. 

But we had various spaces, we had about four or five spots in Dun Laoghaire that we go to because it wasn’t as expensive as getting home from town if you split up with friends or whatever, or you just end up somewhere elsewhich could happenit did happen quite a bit. But I sort of became known as the one that would chat to various lads and sort of see who would have a lift home if we couldn’tif the designated drivers weren’t therewhich is probably terrible now that I say it. 

Now, I did meet boyfriends out of it as well. We had great timesbut I did kind of go around and say do you drive? Would you like to dance? and then make sure I got to lift home because that meant I could have another drink, or I could buy somebody a drink rather than spend the money of a taxi. Now there were times we walked home from Dun Laoghaire and that was three-hour stumble, or we’d find the nearest house that we could crash in.

Pat Rodwell [42:40.03] What about your relationship with alcohol given your father’s illness? What was it like for you with alcohol?

Susan Meyer: I’d say when I started like at fourteen, it was kind of a nip here and there, and then I started going out out it was a little bit more exploratory, and I found it fairly quickly, like the ones that I could and couldn’t drink. I think now there’s just a spirit that I could drink without kind of going [gagging noise], so that’s probably a good thing. 

It was a bit volatile when I was younger, but I did go a bit wild anyway kind of from eighteen, well seventeen to nineteen. But then when I started to get more responsibility in work, I couldn’t act the maggot as much. So I had to kind of cop on and sort of say, well, if I want to keep my job I have to not be as wild as I have been, or at least tame it down a bit or just stick to pints. But I think even fromeven as wild as I was, I hadoh my GodI had plenty of hangovers. Don’t get me wrong, plenty of “I’ll never drink again.”. But I think I was always very aware of not being over the top like my father, or I wouldI like to know I have a cut-off. So if I went out with an amount of drinks in mind, that was what I was going to have, and I kind of tried to prove to myself that I could do that. There were other nights I didn’t have any number in mind. I just go out and have a great time and just say whatever happens happens. But every now and then I kind of call myself to order and say, no, you’re going out tonight and you’re just having three drinks. And that’s it. And then, you’re on water. That’s it. That was my own way of kind of self-regulating, I think.

Pat Rodwell: How aboutdid in thein that period and with your friends in the clubs, did you have access to drugs as well or were youreally it was just drink?

[44.40.00]

Susan Meyer: We did have access to drugs, but I was never really interested at that stage. I wasn’t a smokerI think if I’d have been a smoker, it might have been different, but I wasn’t a smoker. My parents were very heavy smokers when we were young, and it led to a lot of chest infections and throat infections and my sister was actually hospitalised when she was fourteen over an infection that was caused by second-hand smoking. She was actually accused of smoking forty cigarettes a day, when she hated smoking. So that really had the impact on my attitude towards smoking and I still don’t like it. It was just something I never wentso I’m grateful I didn’t actually, because I think, that might’venot that I didn’tI did experiments later on, but notnot usuallyit was more of the alcohol because I could actually control the alcohol. I was able to know my limitations with that, whereas anything else I wasn’t really sure of. Plus I didn’t really have the money. It wasn’t an issue [laughs].

Pat Rodwell: Just going back to you mentioned going travelling. Tell me how that came about and where did you go and what was it like?

Susan Meyer: The first up until I was eighteen, I didn’t leave Ireland. It was all Ireland. It wasthe first foray with the realfirst real boyfriend was going to the Aran Islands. And that was my first time on a plane, a tiny little plane and I was mortified because when I got to the airport, it’s an airfield, it was tiny. Because it was such a small plane, they had to weigh you as well as your luggage, and this is in front of my gorgeous boyfriend, and I was like, what? I have to be weighed? Nobody told me I had to be weighed, and I said, here, you look away [laughs] there, you’re not going to look at this. So I remember that, and I remember being behindI was sitting behind the pilot and I could see likeI was so close to his neck that I could see pimples in the back of his neck and I was thinking, this is bizarre. So the whole time of the flight, I focused on his neck. 

We got to thewe got to the islandwe got to the first island and it landed in the small islandthere’s three islands in the Aran Islands, there’s Inis Mor, Inis Meain and Inis Oirr, and we were going to Inis Mor, but because it was such a small flightand like Mary from Inis Oirr was going over for her weekly shop, so she was getting dropped at the first island and then Paddy from Inis Mor, the other one was getting dropped off because he hadI think there was a sheep on the plane. I actually think there was some kind of animal on the plane, I can’t remember, but there was something anyway wrapped in a blanket and it moving, and I think that was Paddy being dropped off the ne next one, maybe taking it to the vet. This is now in the eighties, ’89, so it was still a very small world view and actually when we wentwhen we went to Inis Mor we stayed at the guesthouse and that would have been a bit more sort ofare you two married? And we were like, no, no, no, we’re not married, and we were put into a room with two separate single beds. And as soon as your woman left the room, of course we pushed the beds together, but it was still very much a likethis is what you get. 
And at that time I was a vegetarian, and my vegetarian option was mashed potato with a twist of orange for dinner [laughs] and a fair play to her-the Bean an Tí, the woman of the house, she was gorgeous, she was like, now, I made a bit of an effort there. They’re lucky mashed potato with a twist of orange, and I was like, ah bless, thanks very much, and then there was like a bit of vegetables around, but she was so lovely and so gracious. I think I ended up having porridge for dinner a couple of the nights, but that was her way of making sort of fancy food, and she goes, I can stick a few onions in it for you [laughs].

Pat Rodwell: [48:02.60] What had led to you becoming vegetarian?

Susan Meyer: That’s a story! I have this from the time that I was about six or seven, my father worked nights as well on the ambulance at the timethe fire brigade and the ambulance were kind of merged together. They worked on the ambulance, and he came home and because there were nothey saw horrific things, in fires and in ambulances. They saw horrific things and there were no counselling opportunities for them. There was nowhere to unburden themselves of what they saw, so he came home after a night shift and while you’re having your breakfast, he’s sitting there talking of these horrific events of the night before, either fires or car crashes, horrific accidents and they were graphic, and I remember biting into a piece of bacon, at the same time, he told me something about a horrific accident and I put two and two together, like whatever way he’s describing the victim. I looked at the bacon and I went, oh God! So from that dayand I’m not saying that that is whybut from that day I had a hard time at meat. And then, anytime I’d look at something that would resemble a body, like if we got salmon or something, I have aI see a spine. I go, oh my God! I remember him talking about vertebrae being smashed in an accident and I’d equate that to what I was eating. 

So I didn’t have meat for a while, but I was neverI didn’t have a love for meat. It’s no big thing. I’m still vegetarian. I’m vegetarian for thirty years, like full vegetarian. And II don’t missit’s not like I do it for some great cause. I just don’t miss meat. I never liked it. It’s not a big thing. And of course now there’s so many substitutes and different things, its not an issue. 

But then your mashed potato and twist of orange was something else. And she was so lovely about it. I think we stayed three nights and the next night she gave me a ring of pineapple, and they had a cocktail stick, so it was lovely, it was really lovely [laughs]. We were heading into the town, going as round-nails to get a veggie burger or something. I would say the town, there was one pub in Inis Mor that did a vegetarian burger I think at the time which is many some mashed vegetables together, but it was something. But she was so lovely about it that we couldn’t fault her and she was kind of she was one of those women that really wanted you to have a great experience in. 

I love our Irish Bread and Breakfast, I have to say, and I love the experience of them. But she’d stand over you like literally waiting to see if you liked what you were having, and of course you’d go mmmm, or she’d be sitting and waiting up for you and we came back in from the pub, we’d cycle along the island and she’d come in and say, did you have a nice time? I was such and such there, and what did you do, do you a sing song?, And I think that was part of the culture, which I loved growing up, and possibly apart from money it was one of the reasons I wanted to see Irelanda lot more of Ireland before I started to travel outside. Because my first outside destination was the Isle of Man, which isn’t, let’s face it, isn’t exactly a whole different culture [laughs]. But it did open up new avenues and different people and just even hearing different dialects, and again, that was a small plane going to the Isle of Man. I was likethey didn’t weigh me on that one. So I wasn’t embarrassed. But that was with a group of friends that I met through work. And then we started meeting other people and actually I became a pen pal with one of the people that I met in the Isle of man for years. We just struck up conversation and had a pen pal kind of relationship for a while, so it was just about the broadening of life, really.

[51.55.00]
Pat Rodwell: Can I just go back to the the island and the bed and breakfast landlady realised that you had squeezed the beds together?

Susan Meyer: She did yeah, she pretended she didn’t, but she knew. She could hear it because we were, and we only realized the next morning she could hear because somebody was moving furniture upstairs so we were looking at each other going she definitely heard that because there was a locker set right in the two beds. And we had to lift the locker and move it over. And then the beds were like [creaking noise]so she definitely knew. But we moved them back as well, we were cagey enough to move them out when she was coming up to change the bedding or the towels or whatever. Of course she knew, and she’d give us a wink and a nod, but she didn’t say anything, you know, she was lovely. She was I think recognised we were like teenagers madly in love. And she could have been different, we were just lucky. We were very lucky to get her and her mashed potatoes and orange twist [laughs].

Pat Rodwell: Would you like to say anything about being that sort of age and having a sexual relationship with somebody else.

Susan Meyer: Yeah, like you thinkfor me, it was the be all and end all, it was the, you doI think the combination of giving that much of yourself to somebody else when you’ve no idea what you’re actually giving and like we had seen the movies, you’d read the books or looked at the comics, the illustrated comics, romance. It was more about romance that actual life and of course then there’s the fights, the spats and the drama and everything else that goes with that. But that part, I think I was lucky for the first relationshipfirst sexual relationship, it was actually a very positive one, so could have been a lot worse, but I have fond memories of it so that was good.

Pat Rodwell: Is there anything you would like to say about contraception at that time?

Susan Meyer: Oh yeah, that was a doozy and that wasthat was actually, now that I think about it, it’s funny that you asked about that. I did initiallyhe’d get condoms. He was a year older than me, so he’d be able to get the condoms from the chemist. And I think he rode his motorbike way out of town to get condoms [laughs]. And then eventually I did go to the GP [general practitioner or family doctor] and get put on the pill. But that wasthat was tough to even do, actually my mam came with me because the first time I went by myself and they didn’t take me seriously at all and they said, come back with your mam or you father, and I was like father. But I did bring my mother back more as a defiance and said here, I want this, I mean at that stage like I was legallegally eighteen, but there was stillit was a male GP, there were no female GPs in the practice and it was our family GP. So shethat was probably the second time she had stood up for me and said, no, we’re going to go for this. But it was still herthat kind of got to sign the permission form or whatever. And she went to the chemist for me and picked them up, so that was good.


Pat Rodwell: How different that would have been if she hadn’t of been supportive of you.

[54.45.00]

Susan Meyer: Absolutely! Absolutely! Because even then at eighteen, I suppose I would have known to go to a different GP, but even to get into a different GP or to find a female GP, I certainly didn’t know of anybody. 

And there were the Well Women’s  clinic, but it depended on who you got honestly in those. A lot of them were still run by men and a lot of them were misogynistic men, and I don’t think they got it for the right reasons honestly, because I did go to a Well Woman clinic in Dun Laoghaire a couple of years after that and it was one of the worst experienced I’ve ever had, and I did ring the Well Women’s centre, the hotline and sort of voiced my concerns about the guy that was running it, and they took it seriously thankfully, but that would have been rare. That would have been likeeven spoke to my mam about it and she said well, don’t make a fuss. No, maybe you misconstrued, maybe you picked it up wrong or you don’t know where he’s coming from. And I was like, well, why is it running a Well Women’s clinic then? Why is hethat he shouldn’t be, and he did make me feelor he tried to make me feel very ashamed about having a sexual relationship. And I thought surely this is the opposite of what we were supposed to be here for. 

But it was a very Catholic Ireland. I think in hindsight, I can look back on that now that even though I wouldn’t have lived in a sort of heavily influencedwell, for familywise, heavily influenced Catholic environment. It was still very prevalent, it was so prevalent and the church still ruled with an iron fist. And even though there was no affiliation or suggested affiliation with church in the Well Woman’s clinic, there was definitely an underbelly there that I witnessed personally. I’m not saying it’s the same for everybody, but I definitely witnessed that kind of shame attached to having a relationship outside of marriage. Even to the point where I was being asked questions of when are you going to get married. I was like that’s none of your business. I may never get married, but that’s not of your concern in a Well Women’s clinic. So that was interesting. 

Pat Rodwell: [56:45.27] Let’s go back to travelling. So did you travel because of your work?

[56.50.00]

Susan Meyer: Initially, no, the first toIsle of Man trip was just the two friends that I met at work, and we wanted to go somewhere outside of Ireland. So that was the first one and then the second big kind of external travel outside of Ireland was going to the States with my sister and my cousin. 

My Mam was one of eight and her sister and her were the only two women, the two girls, the rest were all men, all my uncles. We were very close or still very close to my mam’s family, my mam’s sister’s family, her four kids. So they would have been the cousins we kind of grew up with if you like, because it’s just the two of us and we went to a lot of family holidays. We did this together. There was six of us and that poor boy, there was one boy and five girls in the mix, so he was crucified. He was dressed up and this, that and the other. And, you know, told to go away and we were talking about thingsI wanted to think of anbut wemyself and the eldest of the three sisters in my aunt’s family are very close, so we’re kind of first cousins, but best friends. And actually, she’s the one that had the Tardis flat in Rathmines that you went into on Thursday. 



So we’d still be very, very close. We get together now and think, how did we survive? How did we survive and thank God there were no cameras back then or like no social media would be absolutely rightly up the swannybut yeah so we went toshe had friends in Miami and we went toI loved Billy Idol and I loved the ‘Hot in the city’ and the videos that were shot over in the States and I thought it seemed so exotic like MT-USA had come out over here and Vincent Hanley and every Sunday we’d sit around the TV. I think it was ’85, I think, but maybe ’83, but we’d sit around the TV and just look at MT-USA and look at like ZZ Top and Pat Benatar all the eighties stuff coming in.

 It’s like wow, this is amazing. This is a whole other world. Look at the hair, look at the style. So we flew into Miami, but my sister was quite a lot more organised, and she would only go to Miami if we went to New Orleans. She wanted to go to New Orleans, so we went to Miami and New Orleans. We did a three-week stint. I remember having to get my first Credit Union loan because they were both in the bank, so they had quite a bit more money. Like at that state, floristry still wasn’t paying very well, so I had to go get my first Credit Union loan and I paid that bloody loan off for nearly a year when I came back, but it was so worth it. It was so worth it [laughs].

We flew into Miami airport and my first reaction was looking at the plane window and seeing all the lights. It looked like a computer board, and seeing all the lights thinking, this is huge. Of course I had no idea, tiny little island, I mean I would have been twenty-two at the time, but my God, I was so sheltered and because I’d only travelled sort of at that stage, Ireland, and the Isle of Man, maybe Wales a couple of times but never outside the British Isles. 

So Iwell I actuallyno, I digress, I went to Paris for a school trip when I was twelve, but I don’t really count that because I can’t remember half of it. But we went toand we were flying into Miami, I was like, my God, its amazing. And it was April and a real thing in April in Irelandin April where it’s still a chance of snow so you have your thermal vest just in case and I remember rocking into Miami airport and I had this nice little kind of cream iron crop top and a pair of high waisted jeans, very very nineties, but underneath I had this thermal vest because it was bloody freezing leaving Dublin and went into Miami and I was like Jesus Christ I’m sweltering so I had to take the vest off and shove it into the bin in the toilet thinking I’m never going to use this while I’m over here that was my first memory of Miami. 

Her friend who lived there had organized this limo to pick us up, so we felt like rock stars. Like she knew somebody that drove a limo for a company, so he picked us up in this limo and it had a sunroof and I felt like I was in a Billy Idol video. The heads were out, it was like, mind the lamppost, we didn’t care, we were like going down and the heat. I just remember the heat and how different it was. But that was my first real instinct of, my God, I want to travel. When I go back on paying off this loan and I’m getting another one, so I can start travelling.

Pat Rodwell:  And did you? Is that what you did? Where did you go?

[1.00.54]

Susan Meyer: Yeah! Well, we all decided we were going towhen I say all this core group, which included my cousin and another friends and my sister at that timewe sat in the Flowing Tide Pub in Dublin and we decided we were going to go somewhere in Europe to livethis is nowwe were probably twenty-three maybe, we decided we were going to live somewhere in Europe at that stage, probably together but we weren’t really sure and we had a map of Europe and we all stuck a pin in the map of Europe with our eyes closed and three of us got around Holland and I said well that would suit me because I do flowers and I said that would suit you because you do drugs and that suit you because you do this. We agreed we were going to go live in Amsterdam and we hadn’t yet the clue how we were going to fo it, we just decided we were going to do it. 

In the meantime my sister met this guy from Australia who was in over doing sailinghe’s sailing part of a longwhat’s the name of them like forty foot skiff boatsor not skiff I got that wrongit’s like he was a champion sailor anyway, he was a sailor in Australia so weshe met him through friends that she worked with in the bank and long story short she ended up not travelling with us. She went to Australia instead to be with him. 

So it ended up being my cousin and this other girl and we did end up living in Amsterdam. That was probablywe didn’t have a clue, we didn’t have a clue, we winged it, and we turned upwe lived in the Red-Light District for the first two weeks, which was an absolute hoot. We ended up in an Irish pubover an Irish pub, in a danky little one bedroom, kind of, not even an apartment. It was a room with a sink and a shared toilet, and there was a great bunch of Brazilian people that lived above us that had parties every night, so we had a great time with them. 

We didn’t even realize how sheltered we were until we lived in the Red Light District, [laughs] and we were thrown into the deep end. It was like, wow, wowI think the first week we went round with our mouths open, but we climatised fairly quickly and didn’t get jobs straight away. We had a bit of contingency for money, not much. We’d all handed our notice in to our permanent jobs at home, and we just decided we’d bite the bullet. 

So stupidlyand I don’t know why, and I can’t remember whybut stupidly we went in the end of October, start November, so it had just turned really cold in Holland and we weren’t used to those kind of temperatures, like Central European temperatures for a winter. We’re used to like, its cold, yeah, we might get a bit of snow but it’s not huge, you know, once every ten years you get a big snowfall. But over there, it was like serious, serious winter weather and I remember going to manpower and doing kind of aptitude tests to see if they could place me for work because there weren’t a huge amount ofnaively, we didn’t speak a huge amount of Dutch, we could say, het spijt me, ik spreek geen Nederlands, Like, I’m sorry, I don’t speak very muchvery good Dutch, but that wasn’t much good to us. 

But I got a job as a chambermaid in one of the four-star hotels in Amsterdam. My cousin got a job in an Irish bar and our friend got a job in a shop somewhere and thatshe worked in the background. That was good. So we actually had work initially, but my dreams of floristry weren’t eventuated until a bit later. So for the first couple of months, I did the chambermaid job and that was tough, that was tough. 

It was also great because I got to see the guests of four and five-star hotels and see how the other half lived and they were very glamorous hotels. I’d never been inside a hotel like that before and even get to clean one was like cool. I learned to do really good bed corners on beds, and I was changing sheets. 

But we went out for New Year’s Evefirst New Year’s Eve in Holland and we basically stayed out all night and I went in the next morning fairly worse for wear. I wasn’t drunk but I wasn’t sober and went to do my chamber maiden job. Thankfully it was my last day. I was going to do New Year’s Day and the second and I was moving on to a different job anyway. So I don’t reallynot that I didn’t care, but I knew I couldn’t get into too much trouble. But I went in, and I was cleaning this bath in a suite and Ithe outfitthe uniform was a pink and white candy striped kind of tunic, and because it was freezing, I had like wool tights and black, thermal underwear underneath because it was bloody cold outside, and even when you’re working, it was cold. 

But I was so still, let’s say hungover from the night before that I was cleaning the taps and it was because it was a posh hotel, it was one of those very sensitive taps that just pushes up and the cloth that I was using to clean hit the tap and the tap just started spraying me with water out in the shower and the bath and it took me at least five seconds to register that I was getting wet [laughs] because I was going oh God and then the water hit and I was like oh crap so I got out of the bath and I was like now what do I do because I’m like soaked though so I basically had to excuse myself in front of all these five-star guests and all you can see was my thankfully my black woolly tights and my black underneath it but I finished the next day and then I did get a job in a flower shop.

Pat Rodwell: Right. And how long were you there before you moved on to something else?

[01.05.55]

Susan Meyer: It was nearly two months before I got the job in the flower shop. I got the job in the flower shop coming to Christmas because they were really busy and it was in a place called Belmar, which was just a little sort ofit was more of an urban centre outside of Amsterdam. So it was easy enough to get the train from central station, and the staff were lovely. Like there was a couple of young girls, sixteen, seventeen, that worked there who wanted to practice their English out of me. So they were great, so I could work and do my floristry, but I didn’t really have to engage with customers. But then I started attracting interested locals who wanted to practice their English with me, so they were lovely. 

There was a saying when I was there that if a Dutch person asks you to tea, you’ve made and acquaintance, if they ask you to stay for dinner, you’ve made a friend for life, and I really found that. Initially, they’d be a little bit standoffish, but once you proved you were there for a bit more than just a tourist coming over for the Red Light area or whatever, they took you seriously, and I met some gorgeous people in the floral industry over there. I ended up working in Aalsmeer, which is the big flower markets. I ended up working out there as well, so great experience.






Pat Rodwell: And how did they react to you as a young Irish woman being over there?

Susan Meyer: They wondered what the hell I was doing there, to be honest. Initially, they were like, why here? And I said, well, I’m a florist and I told them the story of sticking the pin in the map of Europe and Amsterdam, came out, and they didn’t really believe that at first, I think. But then the more they got to know me and actually saw I was a good florist, they kind of went, oh, she’s probably telling the truth. 

But there were a couple of menlike didn’tthey were kind of goingthey were slagging us offthey’d no money. Like I never forget the first time my cousin and I went into a café over therewe literally had a guilder each I thinkbecause its guilders at the timewith a guilder each this is when we just hadn’twe were waiting for our first pay checks to clear and we had no food so we went into this café and we looked at the menueverything’s in Dutch obviously and the cheapest thing on the menu was a thing called slagroom, s-l-a-g-r-o-o-m and we didn’t know what it was but it was seventy-five cent and we said we’ll have two of those please and the waiter looked at us trying not to laugh and he said “are you sure” and we said yes and he brought us out two saucers of whipped cream [laughs] and we pretended that’s what we ordered, so we just went, thank you. And we ate the whipped cream and we left, and we still talk about that, we still talk about that today. 

So there was kind ofsome of them were very kindsome of them not so kind, like everywhere. Some kind oflooked at us like very naïve Catholic girls, which we were to a degree. We were a little bit, but we copped on quickly.

Pat Rodwell: How long were you in Amsterdam, for in total?

Susan Meyer: Its only about seven months, but we did a lot. 

Pat Rodwell: And afterwards, what happened afterwards?

Susan Meyer: Afterwards, my sister was settled in Australia, and she kept wanting me to come out there. She was really missing me. So webut we had met people in Amsterdam that were going pea picking and strawberry picking in Denmark, and we wantI wanted to do that. So the adventure wasn’t over for me at that stage. I wanted to kind of keep travelling and it was a way to see them because they were going to go back out there.

 So I came back home to Dublin for about two months, and I just rang up one of the flower shops I worked in, and they gave me a job straight away. I said, look, that was the great thing about floristry, it was so flexible and there was always a need for it. So I rang upthe first shop I rang up, I said, hey, I’m back for a couple of months. We need somebody and I got enough money then to go to Denmark, and we went to Denmarkwe went toit was Jutland, so it’s a place called Hobro at the very start. I’m saying thatI’m probably crucifying that name. it’s the English version of the Danish Hobro, but it was up the very, very North in Jutland, So I got to see the Northern Lights and weI tell you what, pea picking, and strawberry picking are some of the hardest jobs youll ever do. But I also learned a fair bit about cultivation and cultivars and the different species. But we were getting up at like two in the morning. Well, also its brightit’s like bright for twenty-two hours of the day up there. So there were no blackout curtains. You were just hanging back sacks up on windows. And it was more of a kind of a camping, very sort of hippie. I think it was two months, honestly.

Pat Rodwell: [01:10:01.89] What do you think appealed to you about this travelling, about living in other countries, why did it attract you so much?

[01.10.03]

Susan Meyer: I don’t know, I always say travel is the best form of education. I’ll say that now because you meet so many different people, good and bad, but so many different cultures, different ideas. And yet crossovers. It’s all the crossovers betweenfor me, that I found talking to Danish people between us and ours and them, like throwing the salt over your shoulders, they’d have mythologies of folklore. I loved that aspect of it, I was always a very good talker as you can probably tell. I enjoyed learning their stories I suppose before I ever knew it, I had a real interest in oral history and folklore and stories. 

So I was always the onethey shove me up the front and say, you go and talk to them, and I do my tiny bit in broken Danish or broken English or broken Dutch too to sort of ease the waters and then just wing it. So we met some brilliant people traveling, and then we met more people travelling fromthey had gone to pick peas and strawberries as well and they lived in you know Tunisia and they lived here, and they lived there. So I kept in touch with people and that was the time of postcards and writing addresses and address books. And I still have addresses and address books from my travel period. Now, unfortunately, a lot of these people aren’t around anymore, but they hadwe had a great time meeting the, you know brilliant time meeting them.

Pat Rodwell: Yeah, that great. What happened after your strawberry and pea picking? Where did you go then? Did you go back to Dublin or?

Susan Meyer: Yeah, I went back to Dublin then to save to go to Australia. I went back, made a phone call, got a job and saved for Australia. 

Pat Rodwell: Yeah, and how long were you in Australia?

Susan Meyer: I was in AustraliaI landed for my sister’smy twin sister’s engagement party, so I landed in 1996. It was my first foray, I think. I was trying to look at dates before I started this interview because the dates are a bit sketchy, but I think it was 1996. And then I was there for the yearthe year working visa. And I travelled a lot when I was in Australia, I was lucky, I was very lucky. I also met this guy who wanted to travel, he was Australian, but he wanted to travel around Australia, but he did off the beaten track travel. He had a car or so, I got to see some fantastic placed, like brilliant places, and I also got to New Zealandwhen from there I went to New Zealand. 

I went to the South Island, didn’t get to the North Island, got to the South Island. So again, those crossovers, I marvelled at how similar the South Island was to Ireland and places. And I think when you’re away as well, especially that far away on the other side of the world, you really start to appreciate what you have at home. For me, I did anyway, whereas before I couldn’t wait to get out. I couldn’t wait to get out. I was like oh my God, this is so small. I just need toI need to get out. But then I’d start to lament little bits and pieces and I’d say, that one might say home and that one might say this. But I also got to see like Franz Glacier, the FranzI can’t remember the full name, but the Fox Glacier. And I got to go down fjords and see dolphins and whales and it was amazing, absolutely amazing. And I got to travel up to the North, right up the top of Cape Tribulation in Australia, and yeah, it was incredible. 

[1.13.10]

Pat Rodwell: Did you meet many other Irish people who were also travelling or who’d emigrated to those places?

Susan Meyer: Yea, I met a lot. Actually, not so much Irish, more in Australia, it was more Scottish, New Zealand. My best friends over there were Scottish, Welsh and New Zealanders. There were Irish people there, but I wasn’t one to go into Irish bars per se and when I was away, I’d like to go somewhere else and experience something different and so I mean you can go anywhere, you can go to Kathmandu and walk into an Irish bar, which we did, I did that too. So it’s a good way of meeting people. 

It’s a good way of connecting, I think, and finding sort of likeI did go into a bar in Sydneyin the rocks in Sydney, and walk up to the bar and have one of my cousins say, oh, how are you? And I was like, what the hell are you doing here? And get free drinks for the night, I mean, it’s such a small world isn’t it? I knew I had heard on the periphery, again, this is way before our mobile phones or something anything like this in the ninetiesI’d heard on the periphery on the family jungle drums that he was coming over, but I didn’t know when or how or if he was and then I suddenly was face to face with him in a bar on the rocks in Sydney, and then he ended up coming to my sister’s wedding and it’s like, oh I should have come to the guys party, go to the wedding blah, blah, blah. 

But I did meetI did meet Irish people while I was there, but not intentionally, if you like and I met them through work or like again, I was able to get a job in a flower shop, just picked up the phone and I had fourteen interviews in the first week I landed in Sydney and I was able to pick the best job out of all of them.

Pat Rodwell: What a useful skill to have, useful experience to have.

Susan Meyer: Absolutely! Absolutely!

Pat Rodwell: And did youpresumably at some stage you came back to Ireland and settled?

Susan Meyer: Yes, after a long time, yeah I did. 

Pat Rodwell: How long before you came back and settled?

Susan Meyer: I waslet’s say I leftI was back and forth sporadically like for holidays and that, but not settled settled. I came back in 2000 and let’s see, when was my son born? 2004I have to judge it by monumental moments because I can’t remember dates. We came back by 2006, I think, to settle because my mam wasn’t well. She wasn’t well at all, so I came back withI was living in the States at that stage and came back because weI just needed to be around her. 

She wasshe was very unwell at that stage. She’s still very young, we thoughtwell, relatively young. She was sixty-twono she wasn’tshe was sixty when we came back, so I’m very young and now that I’m the age I am, it’s very young and I wanted her to see her grandson but I also have two lovely step daughters that were in the mix so I hadwe had to kind of make it work for everybody and we kind of put it to them that would they like a different aspect of life to see what it’s like to live in a different country so they spent a lot of their summers and Christmases here and consequently the oldest one is now travelling all over the world because of the education she got from travel.

Pat Rodwell : Yeah, yeah. So how did you accumulate these stepchildren and your own son?

Susan Meyer: I met my husband, my American husband in Australia. I ended up working for him. That’s another long story so I won’t go too much into that at this stage because there’s other people involved. But that’s where that evolved from that, and then I lived in the States for a while and then we came back and the subsequently they came back over here.

Pat Rodwell: Got a verya very well travelled life.

Susan Meyer: Yeah, absolutely. Not done yet. 

Pat Rodwell: Yeah, right, so when you were twenty-five, where were you?

Susan Meyer: Twenty-five, I was just finishing my travels in Europe and saving to go back to Australia or saving to go to Australia for the first time.

Pat Rodwell: And that wasn’t the end of it, obviously.

Susan Meyer: Yeah, that wasn’t the end of it. 

Pat Rodwell: Lots more travelling afterwards.

Susan Meyer: I kind of stopped for about ten years because ofobviously kids come first and there’s a lot of money involved and there was a lot of money involved with getting the kids back and forth to the States. It’s well worth every penny by the way. So I stopped for a long time and then I’ve kind of made up for it since.

Pat Rodwell: Right, brilliant. Now, as we’ve got to twenty-five, let’s stop there for a moment, but tell us after all the travelling and the floristry, how did you get back into education and tell us what you’ve done since then, education wise?

[01.17.25]

Susan Meyer: Okay, but that again started with floristry. I was running a flower shop in Greystones in Wicklow. When we came back from the States, my son was only two and we needed money obviously. My husband was just starting his own business. So weI went toI saw an ad in the local paper for a flower shop open in Greystones, went through thatvery long story short, that was 2008, and then the recession hit, so by 2010, I worked in the shop for about two years, two months, something like that. I managed it actually, and then the recession hit and sadly, the flower shop closed because it wasn’t an essential thing, commodity with people having no money at that stage. 
And I had never beenI’d never been on the dole or on welfare in my life, but this is my first foray into that, and I tell you what, you need a bloody degree to navigate some of those papers, but I did. I went and filled out some papers, I’d been working for two and a half years so I had stamps to cover credits and all that kind of stuff, but because I’d never access that part of Irish society it was a real educationreal eye opener. 

But I was standing in the dole queue waiting to sign on one week and a guy came up and said, have you ever thought about going back to education? And he turned out to be the principal of a local adult education centre and I said look, I’ll do anything at that stage, I was on theI was on the dole two months, and I was bored, I thought I need to do something. 
I had tried to find part-time jobs around my son’s school hours, that kind of stuff and there was nothing really suitable, and there was nobody hiring florists because it wasn’tyou know, the flower shops are closing. It was a delicacy. 

So he gave me a flyer, I rang the flyer or rang the college, and it was an adult education centre not too far from where I was living, and it worked around the hours of my son’s school hours, it was level five equivalent or was level five rather. And it was in website design [laughs]. Now I had never used a computer, right, other than the internet, I’d used a computer for ordering flowers and stuff from Holland, and I was very adept at that, but I didn’t know what copy and paste was, I thought it was like scissors and a thing or Pritt stick, like seriously. 

So I went in doing this web design and I kept turning the computer off rather than turn it on and he was like, have you done anything before on computers? now I was going into level five, and I said I haven’t a notion what I’m doing here. So I probably lasted about three classes and that and I said here anything else on offer. So I went down to the office, they were lovely there. They were so supportive of people who didn’t have a clue like me, and they said look, there’s a place in the childcare course, and I said, oh, that makes sense, like my child is seven, you know, that’s educational. They’re doing a module on children with special needs to which I was really interested in, and I thought, I will do that, definitely, so I switched from the web design to that. 

So it gave me the confidence because I did basic skills in Word and I didn’t feel so strict, but I felt that I could actually navigate Word, I could do Excel, I could do this. Now, had I not done that basic course with was a sidebar of childcare in Word, I wouldn’t be where I am now which is doing a PhD. So because of the encouragement in thatI was still handwriting assignments, but I was learning how to reference, and you know, my first foray into education where my view of education was like the seventeen year old in the Leaving Cert who was told, you’ll never have any money to go to college, so this was this was brilliant. 

This was liberating because not only did I sit around my son’s school hours, I was still able to have a little bit of money from the social welfare aspect because it was a back to education thing so I was thinking oh my God, do people know about thisthis is amazing I’m getting paid to learn something so I was so grateful for that and it also allowed me toit didn’t impinge on family life too much with looking after him, and from there I was encouraged to do to apply for a BA, which I never would have thought of and I remember the communications teacher in thatin that little adult education centre saying look do something you love because I said I’m not really sure I want to go into child psychology or what would I do within you know, and she said do something you love. 
The mature student officer for UCD, the University College of Dublin, came out to us to give a little chat at the end of your level five and she had the prospectus laying on the chairs and I picked it up and I opened the page on Art History. I opened the page on Art History, and I went [gasp]I forgot, oh my God, I forgot Art History. I loved Art History. So I scrambled to her after the speech and I said, look, I just opened this and this and I said do you think I could do something like that and she said yeah, why not. 

This led into doing mature student access pathway which was an exam and I almost bottled it on the exam because I got a flat tire. The exam was in February and I got a flat tire and I thought that’s a sign I’m not doing it and my husband was like you’re doing it, I’m changing your tire, you’re going, and I was like no nope no stupidly, I’m not doing it and so I went and I met in the foyer of the place for the exam in Blackrock in Dublin. 

I met with three women that would become my friends for the duration of the four year course or the three year BA. They’re still good friends now, but we werewe all just kind of clicked and I thought, this is amazing. So evenwhether at that stage I was still wasn’tI didn’t have the confidence to think I’d get in, so I applied for a level six in permaculture in a different college, a different editor of college, because I was interested in that anyway, and I did a lot of growing at home and vegetables and of course it sort of satiated the floristry end of things, the plants as well in horticulture. And I was into biodiversity and changing things and homegrown vegetables and all that sort of stuff, so I had applied for that as well. 

And I got offered that firstI got offered the level six first and when I was going for the interview for the level six, it was monumental rain the night before and it was flooding so bad that I was three hours late for the interview. I rang them from pulled over the side of the road, I rang them, and I said, look, I don’tI’m not going to make this interview, there’s flooding like everywhere and I can’t get to you. And they said don’t worry, we’ll wait, so I went to them but then when I went there were beautiful, lovely women, had the chats and I had to prepare a few drawings of whatever for what my plans were for this thing, and they were so lovely, and they offered me the place there and then I said that’s great then. 

So in my mind, Id accepted that place, even though formally I hadn’t, but in my mind, I had and then I travelled to Australia to see my sister with my eight-year-old, and I’d forgottenI’d actually forgotten about the MSAP [Mature Student Admission Pathway] from UCD, I’d completely forgotten, I just thought that’s not for me. And then I was in her bathroom in Australia and in her bathroom, I got an email, and it was telling me that I’d done really well in the MSAP and that id been offered a place in UCD. And I wentI screamed from the bathroom, and I said, oh my God, I’ve just got offered a place in UCD and she came in and she goes, what are you going to do? And I said, I don’t know, so it was her and her friend that convinced me to go for the BA because I was still very unsure. I was like, oh I don’t know, and her friend, who’s lovelyMelanie said, listen mate, if eighteen-year-olds can do it, you can do it, you can do it. Ah yeah, fair enough, okay, maybe. So I phoned  the other college and said I won’t be accepting the place, and they were lovely, and that’s when I started as my BA in Art History.

Pat Rodwell: And how old were you at the time?

[1.24.57]

Susan Meyer: Oh, forty, let me see, when did I start? I have to go back to years 2013. I was forty-three, forty-four when I started the BA and then from therelike I had no idea what to expect, I mean, I was really likethe first semester, it was anyone’s business, anyone’s guess, but I was just so engrossed in the fact that I could doI went in doing Art History and Celtic Civilisation, and that’s what I picked on the CAO form and I went in doing that. Then I realised a lot of Celtic Civilisation wasn’t as exciting as a lot of it was like Latin and I was going, oh, girl, I don’t know about this. 

But I took a couple of tasters in Archaeology, and I love the archaeology part of it, and there was a lot of crossover with the design aspect in Archaeology and Art History, especially Medieval art and early art and I thought this is cool. So I ended up taking that to BL level, joint major in Archaeology and Art History. I did extremely wellnever in my wildest dreamswell enough to get a scholarship for an MA in Design History and Material Culture in NCID, which is the National College of Art and Design, so I did that part-time for two years while I ran a little contemporary gallery in Wicklow. 

And from there, I got bored doing thenot bored doing the gallery, I enjoyed doing the gallery work but friends of mine were doing PhDs and I kind of I always had a little bit of FOMO, I’ll be honest, so I always had a little bit of what’s somebody else doing? What’s over there? And another friend of mine who’s doing her PhD in Archaeology, she just started and she sent me a tweet that my current supervisor had put on Twitter to say they were doing this fundingcall for funding, and it was the first time this funding was available, and it was a four-year funded PhD in Art History, so she said, ‘what have you got to lose”? Just apply, and I was thinking oh no, I have a cushy little job here now, it’s nice, I don’t to throw it and I love the art and blah, blah, blah. 

And she goes, “well just apply and see”, so I didn’t tell anybody I was doing it, I didn’t tell any of the family, not the husband, nobody, I just applied, and I got shortlisted. And my lovely supervisor, who’s an absolute saint, she’s so patient, she emailed me and said, look, would you be available for an interview. So we did FaceTime, and because I was hiding it from the family, I did it in the attic on my mobile phone stacked up on a [redacted] pile of CDs like literally it was ad hoc and we did the interview and she offered me the scholarship there and then and I said yep and she goes you want to think about it and I said nope because I think about if I think about it I won’t do it and she said okay so that was a start to that. 

Pat Rodwell: That’s brilliant, and how far through are you on that PhD route?

Susan Meyer: Oh, it’s a never-ending story. I’m almost done, I’m almost done, I actually had a heart attack in the middle of it all, so that kind of delayed things a little bit and then COVID delayed it as well, and life in general, but the heart attack was, was a big one. I’m hoping to submit in Spring of next year.

Pat Rodwell: Brilliant

Susan Meyer: Yeah, hoping to.

Pat Rodwell: Well, good luck with that.

Susan Meyer: Thank you!

Pat Rodwell: What would, what would your fifteen year old self say if she could have seen ahead about what you’re doing now?

Susan Meyer: She wouldn’t believe it. There’s no way she’d believe it, absolutely not. She’d probably say fair play for taking the dictionary into the toilet because that probably gave you a bit of a head start [laughs]. But there’s no way she’d believe it, absolutely not. 

Even to the travel, bit for thisI think this is the sort of, the piece de resistance of not believing it. There’s no what that like I remember getting slagged off for using the wrongthe wrong use of a word like, what was it? like truncated or something in English when I was thirteen in first year and I was mortified and I was slagged off and it was publicly humiliated. And I thought, so I’m going to learn that word now and learn he words, any of the meanings of words that I think I might use in vocabulary before I use them and there are still words that I use that my supervisor goes, what’s that? what’s that mean? 

And now I don’t mindno, I don’t care. I don’t care, but I don’t have that same response, like where I don’t feel like really, really stupid for saying a word, and I’ve met so many lovely people in academia that admit that they don’t know what they’re doing. I read books that I have to have a thesaurus open to understand books that in reading and then I read other books that are conversational and I kind of write in a conversational style and I think one of the biggest, biggest compliments I can get is like I was at a panel meeting not that long ago where they said like oh, we love your work because it’s easy to read, and I thought great because that is really important to me. 

Not that I could make it uneasy to read, because that’s not my style, but I didn’t want to have to have a thesaurus open that I could understand what somebody is reading or writing and I think because of the subject that I’m doingI’m doing on women in street trading, visual cultural street trading in Dublin, and there’s such a grá, a love for these women. That when I say I’m doing that, the instant reaction for most people is like, oh, wow, amazing, it’s not like, maybe a less interesting subject where people go, oh, how fabulous, even my family go, oh, “wait till I tell you, such and such’s mother used to sell potatoes up there on Thomas Street and will I give you her grandson’s number and you can have a chat”, you know that kind of way. 

So there’s a realthere’s a lovely energy around the subject and the way I write because I write in such aI write in a conversational style, that when I read it back, I kind of go, that’s actually pretty good, you know, its funny. Or I canwhen I was doing my MA, I actually did oral history as part of the project and I interviewed people, and I was interviewing, most were women, but I did interview a male flower seller on O’Connell Street in Dublin who didn’t believe that I was a florist and insisted that I make him bouquets to prove that I was a florist. It was International Women’s Day, which it just happened to be as I started going out and he had me making like twenty bouquets as he was telling me a story and I was recording it. But I still go in and see them on the street, but its dissipating, its really dissipating. Like a lot of street trading stuff is not the same as it was.

Pat Rodwell:  Yeah, yeah, no, no, it’s good to record it.

[1.31.09]

Susan Meyer: So it’s great to be able to record it.

Pat Rodwell: What would you say to your fifteen year old self? If you could speak to her now , what would you say to her?

Susan Meyer: I’d say well done, well done, fair play, well done. I think telling these stories is really important because I tell stories to my now seventeen-year-old niece and my nineteen-year-old nephew of these stories and say like, if you feel that you’re not good enough to do something, let me tell you this story. And it might benot necessarily to a teenager if I tell it to an eighty year old, and they’ll go, wow, oh my Godlike I’m back working in a flower shop now, ironically, part-time while I finished this PhD. And even as a florist saying to people, I’m just finishing a PhD and they go, what? on what? Like, they can’t reconcile the two and I mean you can be both. You can be both.

Pat Rodwell: Yeah, that’s brilliant.

Susan Meyer: You know, I got into it because of floristry, now I’m finishing it with floristry, but I’m talking about the PhD.

Pat Rodwell: Okay, lovely symmetry to it.

Susan Meyer: So it’s gone full circle, yeah, yeah.

Pat Rodwell: Yeah, that’s brilliant. Well, thank you. Thank you so much for telling us your story.

Susan Meyer: You’re very welcome.

Pat Rodwell: That’s really, really interesting to see your early years, but also where that led to. 

Susan Meyer: Thank you.

Pat Rodwell: It would have been a shame just to cut you off at twenty-five.

Susan Meyer, ah Thanks.

Pat Rodwell: It was really good to get at least part of the whole story of your life. Is there anything else that you’d like to add before we finish?

Susan Meyer: No, other than that, I think this is a really good project. I mean, I’m a firm believer in oral history, really, the stories. I mean, as I say, that was my interest and when I travelled was hearing other people’s stories. And I think it’s really, really valuable, particularly ordinary people, not the famous ones. They’re obviously important too, but not just the famous ones, not the big ones. I meanand women’s experiences is really important because there’s a lot of that mental load that we deal with that is different, not better or worse, but different. I think even my experience of sort of considering my son, like there were subjects I didn’t do in throughout my studies right up until he was eighteen, because I always put his stuff first, as in like there were things I would love to do. I’d love to join the trampoline club in UCD, for example. But I couldn’t, I had to go to collect him from school. I think there are different things that women have to consider that men don’t even if you’re both working, and as good as my partner was, it’s still just different and there’s different things to think of but yeah, I think this is really, really valuable. So I’m happy, really happy to be a part of it.

Pat Rodwell: Yeah, of course, okay all right. Thank you, that’s lovely.

Susan Meyer: Thank you.


*So it allowed me to do something in formal education, like a now equivalent Level 5 FETAC course on the QQI framework.
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